Magic PTC 2017
Resources

“Abracadabra” theme: 
2008: http://www.scoutingthenet.com/scouting/Training/Roundtable/Handouts/08/03/
2002: http://www.scoutingthenet.com/Training/Roundtable/Handouts/02/04/
2013: http://usscouts.org/usscouts/bbugle2012-2013.asp  

Cub Scout Leader How-To Book (2002): 

http://www.alamoareabsa.org/files/d/usr/612/Pubs/Cub%20Scout%20Leader%20How%20To%20Book%2033832%20(2007).pdf 

Magic Tricks:  Section 5 (Razzle Dazzle), p. 49-67.

Blue & Gold Banquet: Section 6 (Special Pack Activities), p. 1-9.

[image: image1.jpg]



Magic Wand Neckerchief Slide

Materials: 

black plastic straws, star garland, adhesive glitter foam, corrugated cardboard, chenille stems (pipe cleaners), hot glue, scissors, permanent markers.

Directions:

Cut the black plastic straws into 1” pieces.  Cut the star garland into 2” pieces, and fold them in half.  Cut the chenille stems into 6” pieces.

Attach the glitter foam to the corrugated cardboard.  Cut the glitter cardboard into 11/4” x 1 ¾” rectangle pieces.  Make sure the cardboard ribs are horizontal (not vertical).
Hot glue the star garland pieces inside the straw ends.  Hot glue the magic wands to the glitter cardboard rectangles.  Use permanent markers to color any hot glue that shows.

Slide a chenille stem through one of the middle cardboard corrugations.  Wrap the chenille stem ends around each other to make the loop.
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Invitation

Fold black construction paper in half.  Draw a top hat on the paper.  Make sure the bottom of the top hat is on the fold.  Cut out the top hat.  
Unfold the hat.  Cut the top off the back hat.  Cut an oval hole at the top of the front hat to make the top hat brim.  Apply glue to the side edges of the back hat.  Fold the hat again, and press the back hat to the front hat to glue them together to make a pocket.
Cut a rabbit out of white paper. Make sure the rabbit will fit in the pocket, and that its ears will show above the hat. Draw a face on the rabbit, and decorate the rabbit as desired.  Write Blue & Gold banquet information on the rabbit’s torso.  Slide the rabbit into the hat pocket. Make sure the rabbit isn’t glued inside the hat. 
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Garbage Bag Cape 

Version #1, super-easy: tie the top of a large garbage bag around the neck, letting the bag hang down the back.

Version #2, easy: cut the bottom off a large black garbage bag.  Then cut a slit up the front of the bag to open it up.  Fold the top of the bag over a long shoelace, and tape the bag edge down. This creates a tunnel for the shoelace. Using the shoelace, tie the cape around the neck.

Centerpiece Ideas

Use an upside-down plastic top hat for a container.  Put a piece of Styrofoam into the bottom of the hat.  Tape or glue stars and playing cards to the tops of bamboo skewers.  Stick the skewers into the Styrofoam, so they fan out above the hat.  Could also have coiled star garland and coiled wired ribbon swirls stuck into the Styrofoam, spreading out above the rim of the hat.
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/253186810279995946/ 
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Magic Props Centerpieces: PVC pipe or wood dowel magic wands; rabbits; scarves; top hats; playing cards.  Magic trick props: cans of nothing; dangerous paper. Water travel and magic glass (shown below) would also be good.
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Cardboard Tube Rabbit 
Materials: 

cardboard tube; paper and cardstock in coordinating colors; white paper; cotton ball; white pom-poms; 2 wiggle eyes; 5” wire; scissors; tacky glue; hot glue; mini glue dots; tape; wire cutters.  Note: colored wire is available at craft stores; plastic coated wire is available in the buy-by-the-foot wire section at hardware stores.
Directions:

Wrap a carboard tube with paper, and glue or tape the paper in place.  Cut rabbit-shaped feet from coordinating cardstock.  Glue the feet to the tube.  
Cut ears out of the paper.  Use markers or crayons to color the inside of the ear, or glue a white paper oval to the colored ear to make the inside of the ear.  Glue the ears to the inside front of the carboard tube.

Glue a cotton ball or pom-pom to the back of the rabbit to make a tail. Cut wire into four or six 1 ¼” pieces, depending on how many whiskers you want.  Place a mini glue dot on the rabbit where its nose will be.  Push the ends of the wire onto the glue dot to make whiskers. Drizzle a small blob of hot glue over the wire ends and mini glue dot.  Push a small white pom-pom into the glue to make the nose (and cover the wire ends).  Glue 2 small wiggle eyes above the nose.
Inspired by Oriental Trading Craft: http://www.orientaltrading.com/3d-bunny-craft-kit-a2-13678190.fltr?keyword=rabbit
Clip Art  from Macscouting.com 
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Program Ideas
Boys do magic tricks.  (Tiger Intrigue and Magic)

Bear run-ons: silly magic tricks from How To Book “Razzle Dazzle” chapter.  (Bear Roaring Laughter #6).

Cubmaster does magic tricks using large props.  Distribute awards.  Tie into scouting.
Example: Before we know it, the boys have grown up, and our time with them has disappeared.  

Closing Ceremony (From Alpine District Yodler, March 2008)
As we conclude our Blue & Gold lunch today, I would like to remind you that we are all 
magicians, working together to make the magic that is Cub Scouting.  In addition to creating fun from almost thin air, we also get to participate and assist with a most magical transformation.  
Our Cubs come to use as very young boys.  We help create memories, confidence, challenges, growth opportunities, understanding, respect for people and nature, and strong morals.  Our Cubs come to us as very young boys, and leave us as very young men, who have experienced the world in a whole new way.


Here I have an ordinary jar of water, which represents you Cub Scout Leaders.  When I say the magic words “Do your Best”, and tap the jar with my magic wand, look what happens!  [Put on the lid, and shake.] 


You have done your best, using the magic of your leadership to create magic in the lives of your scouts.  Thank you so very much for sharing your time and your talents.  Like this potion, you are truly magical!


And now, for my last trick, I will make you all disappear.  Lunch is done!


Trick secret: Put 3-5 drops of food coloring on the inside of the lid, and let dry.

MAGIC TRICKS
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Water Travel (from an unknown book of magic tricks) 
Materials:  2 paper bags, 2 paper cups, a jug of water.  

Preparation:  Cut the bottom out of one of the cups, and cut the top rim off the other cup, if necessary. Decorate the paper bags as desired.  Place the bottomless cup inside the other cup.  Together, they should look like one ordinary cup.   
Set up: Put the cup (really 2 cups together) on the table, with the 2 paper bags and a jug of water.
Performance:
1. Pick up the cup and pour some water into it.

2. Put the cup into the first bag.  Say: “I am going to make the water travel from this bag to the other bag.”  As you say this, leave the bottom cup with the water in the first bag, and take out only the empty top cup, and put it in the second bag.  Act as if the cup has water in it.  When moving it stay close to the tops of the bags so the audience doesn’t see it has no bottom.  Remember to move the cup from one bag to the other as you make your announcement, so it looks like you are showing what you are going to do.
3. Say “I will now say the magic words.”  Wave your wand and say “reversus” or “accio water” or whatever magic words you want to say. 

4. Pick up the second bag, fold down the top, and toss it over your shoulder.

5. Say “The water has returned to this bag.”  Lift the cup out of the first bag, and pour the water back into the jug.
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Magic Glass (from unknown book of magic tricks)  
Materials: 2 pieces of cardstock or construction paper that are the same exact color; a clear glass; a coin; a handkerchief, napkin, paper towel, or plastic tablecloth square; clear tape or glue dots; scissors.
Preparation: Trace around the top of the glass on one of the pieces of paper and cut it out.  Using small pieces of tape, or ½ glue dots, attach the paper circle to the top of the glass.  Make sure the tape or glue dots aren’t visible to the audience.  Use fancy scissors to cut a decorative edge on the second paper if desired.  Decorate the napkins, paper towels, or table cloth squares if desired.
Set up: Put the handkerchief over the glass, and place it on the second piece of paper.  Note: some plastic glasses are slippery.  I found that paper towels and one side of plastic tablecloths grip the plastic glass well.
Performance: Uncover the glass, and announce that this is a very special magical glass.  Hold up a coin, and say that the glass makes coins like this disappear. Then put the coin on the paper.  Cover the glass with the handkerchief and put it on top of the coin.  Make sure that the front of the handkerchief covers the glass completely, so the audience doesn’t see the paper circle.  Remove the handkerchief, and show that the coin has disappeared.  Say that you will now make the coin reappear.  Put the handkerchief back over the glass.  Move the glass off the coin.  Remove the handkerchief, and show that the coin has reappeared.
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Cans Full of Nothing (From “Bill Severn’s Best Magic)

Materials: 2 cans of different diameters, so one can will fit inside the other can (15 oz. can and pineapple can).   The small can should be big enough that a hand can fit inside.  Also needed: a can opener; large paper clip; rubber band or hair elastic; and pin pong ball.
Preparation: Cut the tops and bottoms off the cans.  Decorate the cans and ping pong ball as desired. (I taped metallic wrapping paper around the cans, and attached stickers to the ping pong ball.) Twist the paper clip ends in opposite directions so the paper clip looks like an S.  Put the rubber band around the ping pong ball, and slide the rubber band over the small end of the paper clip.  Hang the bigger end of the paper clip inside the small can, over the top and at the back, so the audience doesn’t see the paper clip, or the ball hanging inside the can.  Or Cubmasters could hang awards from the paper clip, to magically appear at the end of the trick. 
Set-up: Put the two cans on the table.
Performance: 
1.  Put the two cans on the table.  Say “One day I was in the magic lab, and found these two cans.”  (Or you could say you found the cans in your Grandfather’s old trunk, or they were a gift from your eccentric Aunt Ermentrude.)  Say “I wondered what they were for.”  Hold up the big can so the audience can see through it and say “There wasn’t anything in the big can.”  

2. Say “I saw that the small can fit nicely into the big can”, and put the small can into the big can, being careful that the paper clip slides onto the big can.

3. Lift the big can off the small can, and put it on the table. Hold up the small can so the audience can see through it and say “There wasn’t anything in the small can.”

4. Say “But when I put the big can over the little can it created a magic pocket.”  (Or interdimensional window.)  As you say this, put the big can over the little can, being careful that the paperclip is on the back side of the can so the audience doesn’t see it.
5. Say “And when I put my hand in, I pulled out a ping pong ball.”  As you say this, slip the ping pong ball out of the rubber band, and pull it out of the can, to show it to the audience.  Or push the ball out of the rubber band, and lift up the cans, to show the ball on the table.  Be careful to leave the rubber band on the paperclip, so when you move the cans for the next magic trick, the rubber band isn’t sitting on the table.
6. Optional ending: Say “I’m not sure why anyone would want to make a magic pocket (or interdimensional window) for ping pong balls, but there you have it.  Kind of neat.”

7. Alternative trick: Cubmasters pull awards out of the cans, instead of a ping pong ball.

[image: image15.jpg]


  
Dangerous Paper (From Bill Severn’s Best Magic)
Materials: cardboard tube, cardboard, paper, scissors, tacky glue or hot glue, tape, handkerchief or napkin.
Preparation: Cut the cardboard tube into 2” pieces.  Place the end of the cardboard tube on the cardboard, and trace around it.  Cut a circle around the drawn circle that is about an inch bigger in diameter.  Cut slits in the circle from the edge to the drawn circle.  Spread glue around the cardboard circle, near the edge.  Put the 2” carboard tube on the cardboard circle, and fold the edges up around the tube, so the glued edges will stick to the tube.  Wrap a rubber band around the cardboard edges to hold them in place while the glue cools/dries.  

Stain and age the paper as desired, using paint and tearing the edges.  Tape the cardboard tube near the upper left corner of the paper, about 1” in from the edge, and 1 ½” down from the top.
Set up: For a different version of the trick, Cubmasters could hide awards in the tube to be revealed at the end, instead of making the handkerchief disappear. 
Performance: 

1. Lift up the paper so the tube is on the side of the paper facing you.  Show the paper to the audience, holding the paper from the side edges, near the upper corners, hiding the tube behind your left hand.  Say “This is a very dangerous piece of paper. (Or parchment).  You could say that you found the paper in your Grandfather’s magic book or you suspect Fred and George had something to do with the parchment.  Say “I have to be very careful with this paper (or parchment).

2. Grab the top left edge of the paper with your right hand and start rolling it, curling it around your fingers and the hidden tube.  As you roll the paper, say “Because if gets rolled up like this…”

3. Stuff the small handkerchief or napkin into the hidden tube so it doesn’t show, tilting the scroll slightly away from the audience, while you say “anything that is put into this scroll disappears…”
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4.  As you unroll the scroll say “Just like that.”  Speak slowly, so that the paper is completely unrolled just as you say “that”.  Unroll the scroll with your left hand, again hiding the tube with your left hand and holding the paper from the side edges near the top corners when it is unrolled.  
5. Alternative trick: Cubmasters could show the paper, and then roll it up, explaining that when the paper is rolled up, things magically appear in the scroll.  Then the Cubmaster turns the scroll upside down away from the audience, dumping the awards on the table.
